
Hilltop NewsDrop
The Student Newspaper of Robert T. Hill Middle School

October Vol. 1 Issue 2

Four Houses, One Home
By: Cory Gibson & Erick Mendoza
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Ron Clark is a man of great taste. He
created the house system we use at
RTH today! Mr. Clark has a school in
Atlanta, Georgia that runs on the house
systems. Ron clark Is an American
educator that loves to help
disadvantaged students. He founded
the Ron Clark Academy (RCA) in 2007.

Adopting the Houses at Hill

We have four houses in our house
system. These houses are: Altruismo,
Reveur, Amistad, and Isibindi.

Altruismo are the defending
CHAMPIONS! They won the house
championship last school year. Their

house color is black, which represents
prestige and an elite quality. Their
house signs are the diamond and the
quivering snake. Altruismo is very
anxious to win house challenges and
championships. House leader is one of
our best hairstyle teachers, Ms. Craig.
TSSSSSSSS!!!

Rêveur came in 3rd place last school
year. Their house color is blue, which
instills confidence and passion. Rêveur
is the house of the dreamers. They’re
led by one of our wonderful 7th grade
reading teachers, Ms. Hardy! Their two
house symbols are: the knight and the
unicorn. The knight symbolizes having
dreams and letting nothing get on your
way. The unicorn is a symbol of
freedom, and it is extremely fearless.
Their house mascot is the wolf
because it comes out when the moon
is out! AWOOOOOO!!!!!

Amistad, also known as the house of
friendship, came in 4th place last
school year and they are looking
forward to getting their comeback this
school year! Their beautiful red color
represents kindness. Their house



leader is one of our best 6th grade
math teachers, Ms. Dinka! The peacock
is the house animal. It represents love
and spirit. The knight symbolizes the
protector. Spread love and kindness!

Isibindi, the house that ended as
runner-up last year,  is the house of
courage in the language of Zulu.

The lion is the house animal and
stands for pride, family, and strength,
and courage. Green is the color for
Bindi (a nickname many have used)
and stands for the rich resources in
Africa. Isibindi is the house winner of
the recent 4-minute challenge,
meaning they had the least number of
students caught in tardy sweeps! The
house leader for Isibini is one of our
beautiful 8th Grade World Culture
teachers, Ms. Ochuba!

Comic- “Devious Licks”
By: Charlie Lambert

Student Feature- Adrian Tapia
By: Isabella Tapia

Photograph: Ms. Madrid

Seventh grade student Adrian Tapia
has a humorous personality and
enjoys explaining his interests to
people he is close to.

Outside of Hill Middle School, he
enjoys staying home, playing his
favorite video games, and watching
different YouTube videos. Currently, his
favorite video game is Hollow Knight
because of the art style and graphics.

Adrian said he likes reading
because some articles give true
information on what is happening in
the real world, or on what happened
many or a few years ago. He likes it
because it can sometimes give off a
sort of feeling of wonder or inspiration.
He enjoys his other classes here at Hill
because he says the teachers here
make learning easy and fun to do.
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Highlander Football is Here!
By: Samantha Aguilar
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“I’d say the hardest part of being a
football player is the responsibilities,
like you have to try not to get in trouble,
you have to make sure that your
grades are good, and it’s a lot of
responsibilities,” said Jaylen Brown, one
of the football players here at Hill.

In order to get to one game, football
players must practice intensively. Here
at Hill, the football players practice 5
days a week, Monday through Friday.
They practice from 4:00 to 6:00 each
day. Their uniform consists of helmets,
their jersey, pads to protect
themselves from getting hurt, face
masks, and some fitted shirts under
their jersey.

Although it may seem as if they have a
lot going on with just the uniform, that’s
not even half of what they go through.
The players have to practice everyday

outside in the hot sun with their
uniform on.

“It's hot, during practice being outside
in the sun, it gets really hot” stated
Juan Cruz.The players first practice by
doing warm ups such as jumping
jacks, jogging, lunges, and more.After
skills practice, the players are
separated into groups and practice
key plays for the games. Some of the
players also practice on their own time
by tackling  each other and catching
the ball.

Apart from practice, the coaches
encourage the players to drink lots of
water and to try and eat as healthy as
possible; though some players do have
a diet of their own and some others
don’t. The ones that do have a diet of
their own do try to keep it very subtle
and not too extreme. For example, they
eat healthy during weekdays and have
cheat days on the weekends and
some try to eat healthy both weekdays
and weekends with a few snacks in
between.
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Being a football player isn't all that
easy, football can be difficult. “Keeping
up with the grades, having a good
attitude, and having to keep a good
leadership, it’s all hard to keep up with,”
stated Antwone Burns and Luis
Andrade.

Football can also be stressful for some
of the players due to all the pressure
and all the responsibilities like keeping
track of grades and having a positive
attitude can get very challenging for
some of the players.

Many of the players here at Hill play for
many reasons, “I want to make my
family proud,” said Antowne Burns.

Some other players play football for
other reasons. “I want to get
somewhere in life, become someone in
life” stated Juan Cruz.

Many of the football players want
football to allow them to succeed after
school. “I want football to take me far
in life” said Jaylon Brown.

A lot of the players at Hill enjoy playing
football because it relieves their stress
and allows them to feel as if they
belong in a community. Football also
brings the football players closer
together as they spend more time
together as a team.

Through all the obstacles that the
football team comes across with they
have a great team, all their hard work
has paid off. The players work
extremely well as a team and they do
their best in practice, as well as games.
The football team also does very well
with supporting each other as
teammates. They support each other
through obstacles that may occur out
in the field.
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A few star players you should look for
during the game are Jamyrien Phillips
(8th grade), whose position is safety
and wide. There is also Kendrick
Holloway, an eighth grader, who is a
running back and a linebacker.

A few other key eighth grade players
include Dimera Smith, a wide receiver
and linebacker, Angel Canto, who is a
wide receiver, Luis Andrade plays
defence tackle, and Antwone Burns
who serves as a running back.

Jason Escobedo a seventh grader who
is the quarterback. Jason Escobedo’s
position as a quarterback is already
hard enough to get on it’s own,
especially for a seventh grader since
it’s his first year being able to play out
in the field.

Teacher Feature- Mrs. Tseng
By: Miguel Salazar

Photograph: Nathaniel Casas

It’s 6:30 AM. Where are you? In bed?
Brushing your teeth? Eating breakfast?
While you are getting ready for the
day, Mrs. Tseng is already at the school
opening her doors for Hill Robotics.

Students in Robotics show up to school
by 7 am and are separated into teams.
There are 4 teams total: RoboTitans,
RoboGiants, RoboChamps, and
RoboBeasts. Each team is in charge of
their own robot that will be used in
competitions.

None of this would be possible if it
weren't for Mrs. Tseng. Mrs. Tseng is the
STEM teacher, coordinator, and
robotics coach, so she has to be here
every weekday at 6:30 AM for Robotics.

But there is so much more to her than
being a wonderful teacher. Mrs.Tseng
was born in Brazil. She had several
strong and influential people in her life,
but the two most inspiring people were
her next door neighbor who taught her
how to read and told Mrs.Tseng it is
important to do well in school.

Her other inspiration comes from
religion. The pastor she grew up with
was very calm and an excellent leader.
“He was also a great listener and
giving advice, '' Mrs. Tseng states. Her
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neighbor and pastor were both
important role models in her life that
inspired her to become a teacher.

Before she met her neighbor, she
enjoyed teaching, but she did not want
to become a teacher because she
knew it was a lot of work. Instead she
wanted to become a doctor or even a
lawyer. She went to business school in
Brazil and she has two masters
degrees from UT Austin.

After college, Mrs. Tseng came to Hill
and has been here for many years.
Mrs.Tseng loves being a teacher and
watching her students grow up every
year. She is lucky because she gets to
teach all 3 grades at Hill. She wants
them all to grow up and be the best
versions of themselves. Overall,
Mrs.tseng loves what she does and
loves her students and wouldn't trade
it for the world

Inequitable with Charlie Lambert
By: Charlie Lambert

This month I am diving headfirst into
the Texas Transgender Bathroom Bills.

Why is it socially acceptable for
politicians to determine which
bathrooms transgender students can
go into?

The previously referenced “bathroom
bill” are a series of laws proposed by
Texas legislature implying that it would
be unruly to use the bathroom that
aligned with transgender induviduals
preferred gender and other dysphoria
inuducing laws.

The majority of these bills were never
officially passed for long periods of
time, but even the consideration opens
the conversation even further to the
question of whether or not Texas is
really a safe and accepting place for
lgbtq induviduals.

As a transgender student, I can
honestly say that I have firsthand
recieved disrespect from adults and
peers while using the bathroom that
aligned with my prefered gender. The
discrimnation and insensitivity can
cause heightening gender dysphoria,
lower self esteem , and higher
susceptibility to mental illness and
overall unsafe tendencies.

The discrimination of transgender
indviduals is not new, as they have
been on the receiving end of hate
crimes, protests, and even killed just for
being themselves in every day life.
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According to Texas Tribune, “The
average life expectancy of a
transgender woman of color is in her
early 30s. In addition to the miniscule
life expectancy, the probability of
being threatened, bullied, or even
possibly physically Attacked iis much
more likely in a bathroom than in
broad daylight” (Texas Tribune 2018).

These bathroom bills still haven't
completely faded away. Texas is
currently in the process of attempting
to pass a bill that concludes
transgender athletes would be forced
to play with people of the same gender
assigned at birth.

These sort of bills hinder transgender
induviduals in Texas to feel
comfortable in any way. In the past 5
years, Dallas police officials have dealt
with 5-10 transgender-related offenses
(www.dallasnews.com).

Throughout the years, the past has
shown us that change is important.
Through the abolishment of slavery,
the Stonewall Riots, and other
important moments in history fighting
opression and discrimnation, things
have changed for the better, but the
room for improvement has not run out.

Please consider educating yourself on
important LGBT related days of
remembrance and celebration,
outside of pride month this October.

Here is a link to a list of LGBTQ holidays
https://www.sexualdiversity.org/events
/. Take a look and hopefully it will
encourage change for the better of ALL
students here at Hill.

MAP Tests are Back
By: Keimora Henry

MAP testing is a current topic of
conversation at Hill. MAP stands for
“Measure of Academic Progress.” It
happens at the beginning, middle and
end of each and every school year. As
it states in the name, MAP tests are
used to measure our progress of
learning throughout the year.

At the beginning of the year, teachers
always say that we should expect to
not know some things on the test
because we haven't been taught them
yet. Students still find the MAP test very
boring and stressful.

Many teachers &  students find MAP
testing hard because some students
do not have chromebooks or chargers,
and this becomes a running problem.
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The test is not timed, and questions
vary for each student. These things
also become  problems because
students are going at their own pace
and answer 40-50 questions and do
not know when their end will be.

If a student takes too long to answer
questions on the test, they will have to
cut into class time to finish and then
they will have to catch up on more
missed assignments from class.

There is only one person in charge of
all testing on campus. Mrs. Williams,
the testing coordinator, is in charge of
facilitating teachers and students
when they are taking any assessment.

Because her entire schedule has been
filled with trying to get students MAP
tested, Mrs. Williams can be a hard
person to find on campus. When asked
what was the biggest challenge with
her job, she stated, “My biggest
challenge is when there are multiple
tests at one time. The only difficult part
is getting students to show up to
school everyday.”

Some students believe that we are
being tested too much. From Power
DOLs, to BOY(beginning of the year)
tests, and now BOY MAP. Not to

mention the fact students are working
twice as hard this year due to the 15
months that most students were
virtual. How do you feel about testing
at Hill?

Movie Review: Cruella
By: Izzie Cochran & Natalie Rodriguez
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Cruella is Disney’s new villain movie
about Cruella Deville from the film 101
Dalmatians. This movie is about how
Cruella, born Estella, becomes the
villain we know today. .

When Cruella is introduced to us as a
child, she is introduced as Estella and
causes mischief despite her mother
trying to get her to be normal. But after
a sad accident, Estella becomes an
orphan and is left by herself on the
streets. A few years later, Estella
commits robberies with her buddies
Horace and Jasper.
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Estella has a passion for fashion.
Eventually she gets herself a job as a
designer for the Baroness, a fashion
icon. The Baroness reveals that she
was the one who killed her mom and
that makes Estella want revenge.
Estella upstages the Baroness at
events and parties, with the persona of
Cruella.

A lot of people loved this movie and
some didn't.

One of the reasons people didn't like
the movie was because Cruella is
presented as an antihero for the
fashion industry. She's not trying to
destroy or go against the fashion
industry, but more trying to become it.
She doesn't see a problem with the
industry, it's more that she has a
grudge against the Baroness
specifically.

Another complaint was that Disney
made Cruella a sympathetic
character, an ongoing trend with
movies about villains. People don't like
that in the original, she was a really
mean and horrible puppy killer, but in
this movie she's not.

The storyline is something many
people enjoyed while watching the

movie. The amazing twists such as the
Baroness killing her “mother,” to the
Baroness being her birth mother.

One topic of discussion with the movie
were the costumes. The punk-rock
element that draws so much attention,
or it could be the fact that all the
costumes are so unique and enticing
in their own way. Even back in 1970 she
was still a strong independent woman
who tried to create change with her
exquisite outfits.

The amazing costume designer Jenny
Beavan (Google)  and her team
created some amazing costumes for
the movie Cruella. The costumes are
very important as in the story Cruella is
supposed to be an aspiring fashion
designer.

The timeline presents the contrast of
the elegant style that Baroness has vs
the punk style that Cruella has. In the
movie, Cruella is trying to rebel against
the Baroness by crashing her events,
but mostly in how her fashion is a
parallel to the Baroness'. She upstages
the Baroness at all her events by
wearing showstopping costumes.

People generally seem to love the
movie Cruella. Although Rotten
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Tomatoes only gave it a 74%, the
regular audience seems to really like it.
On Google, Cruella has a 4.7 out of 5
star rating.

Word Search
By: Rowan Brown
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