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Newspaper at Hill
By: Ms. Madrid

It is my pleasure to introduce to you the
Robert T. Hill Newspaper, Hilltop NewsDrop.
We look forward to providing you with
newsworthy stories and interesting reads.
All aspects of the newspaper are
student-run by the 8th grade newspaper
staff. I would like to introduce to you our
Hilltop NewsDrop staff:

Samantha Aguilar Katie Dotson
Miyah Bickham Cory Gibson
Rowan Brown Keimora Henry
Nathaniel Casas Charlie Lambert
Izzie Cochran Oscar Martinez
Erick Mendoza Isabella Tapia
Nikolas Pacheco Miguel Salazar
Natalie Rodriguez Miguel Salazar

Water Bottle Worries
By: Miyah Bickham
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Students at Robert T. Hill are upset
because they haven't been able to bring
their drinks from home inside the school.
Many students walk into the school with full
water bottles of Gatorade, lemonade,
soda, and other various drinks. When they
are caught at the door with a full water
bottle, they are immediately told to pour its
contents out. This has upset many
students because they bring these drinks
from home and it's a waste of money when
they have to pour them out.

The schools decision to do this was caused
by a few students getting caught with
illegal substances in their water bottles.
This has affected all of the students at
school because now we can’t bring our
own drinks in water bottles. Many students
feel like this isn't fair because there are
ways to check the water bottle without
having to just pour everything out.



Throughout the day most students either
get tired of drinking water all day or are
really thirsty in general due to the school
sometimes shutting off their water
fountains.

How do you feel about the water bottle
policy here at Hill?

Student Feature
By: Erick Mendoza & Nathaniel Casas
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I had a great meeting with a student that
shows Highlander pride- Ali Murad. Ali is a
respectful and honest student. Ali also has
a funny sense of humor, and overall a
phenomenal student here at Robert T. Hill
middle school.

Ali, who is from the country of Jordan, said
that it felt good to be in the last year of
middle school and he wants to make it a
good year before he moves on to high
school.

He also plays for the Highlander football
team as a defensive lineman. He really

likes playing for the school football team
and he is considering playing more sports
this year.

Ali is not only an awesome student, but a
wonderful friend as well. If you see him in
the hall, be sure to say hi. You won’t regret
making him a new friend!

Cross Country
The Solo Sport
By: Oscar Martinez
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Cross country is by any means not a team
sport. As many of you know, here at Hill we
have students that are in cross country,
and they have very intense rules they need
to follow.

According to a current cross country
runner Cory Gibson, “Cross country is hard
sometimes, sometimes fun, but most of
the time it's so hard I get mad.” There is no
doubt it is a self-rewarding sport, but it
comes with a lot of hard work.
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Cross country is self-satisfying, but it is not
an easy path to go down. When you put
your body through such intense workouts,
it can cause muscle and ligament
problems and pain. The way Cory deals
with the pain is by sitting,stretching, and
laying down for a while. Even though cross
country isn't a very popular sport, it
requires a lot of endurance, patience, and
willpower.

Teacher Feature- Mrs. Stroud
By: Samantha Aguilar
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You may know a few things about
Mrs.Stroud; like that her favorite color is
Isibindi green, she has a twin brother, her
favorite food/snack is Ramen noodles,
she’s an  8th grade English teacher, and
she has 2 dogs, but there is a lot more to
Mrs. Stroud that we may not know about.

Mrs. Stroud went to college at SMU
because it was her only option for college.
Her mom worked at SMU, so Mrs. Stroud
had free tuition there. She says,  “My

education was really important to me and
opened a lot of doors for me.” She also
mentioned that education was something
that gave her a lot of opportunities and
she wanted to do that for others.

Mrs. Stroud was going to get a masters
degree in English, but changed her mind
last minute because she thought that she
couldn't help her community out by just
reading books. She discovered sociology,
learned about injustices and decided that
she wanted to work somewhere where it
would be more focused on helping people.
She said college was a fun time for her, but
apart from all the fun there were tough
times for her. “The hardest part of college
was being totally independent and having
so much freedom,” said Mrs. Stroud.
Although she did find it tough, she didn't
feel it was super tough due to the fact that
she had already been independent
because she had already started working
in high school.

Mrs. Stroud started in the service industry
at sixteen and worked for about 8 years at
restaurants all over Dallas. Mrs. Stroud
stated, “It was really fun but I knew I
wanted to do something where I had a
greater impact.”

“The hardest part of working full time was
going to school full time because there
would be times where I would have to go
to work until like two  in the morning and
then come home and write a paper like all
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night then go to school at 8 in the morning
and after school go back to work, so the
schedule was pretty hectic”.

Both her and her twin brother had to
become very independent very quickly
because they both had jobs so they could
support themselves through college. She
said, “ Having a twin is cool, it's like you get
a built-in best friend when you're born.”
Growing up, her and her brother were very
close and they did everything together
with the same group of friends.

She said ever since they were young they
have never been separated. In fact, when
they went to college it was hard for both of
them because they ended up going to
different colleges. She said that they did
miss each other a lot, but that it was worth
going to different colleges to chase their
dreams.

Her brother went to UNT and is working
towards his masters degree in mental
health counseling. She said that they talk
almost every day and see each other
every week. Mrs. Stroud said that she
definitely considers her brother as her best
friend.

At the moment Mrs. Stroud is happy with
her current position as an 8th grade
English teacher. Her favorite part of her job
is getting to know her students, watching
them grow, and being able to be there for
them and support them no matter what.

The advice that she would give students
would be that it can be tough, but it will get
better and she encourages kids to join
clubs, sports, or activities to find where
they fit in so that when young kids go into
high school they already have a better
sense of who they are as a person. Mrs.
Stroud says that she loves working at Hill,
she feels very rooted here and hopes to
work at Hill for a long time because she is
very passionate about this community.

What the Women Wage Gap?
By: Izzie Cochran
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INEQUITABLE with Charlie
Lambert

By: Charlie Lambert

My name is Charlie Lambert and I am an
eighth grader on the Hill Newspaper staff. I
will be writing a series called INEQUITABLE
every month about social injustices and
what can be done to change them. This
week I am tackling the gender wage gap.

Why is it socially acceptable that male
employees make more than women, in the
same occupation?

American women are still being
discriminated against. Issues they deal
with range from sexual harassment as a
social norm, being sexulized at every turn,
and even just being paid less for the same
occupation as the opposite gender.

For example, for every $1 a male makes, a
female would make $0.53-0.85 (Statista).
This concept of discrimination gives just
one example on how women are still
thought of less in modern times. Some of
these reasons behind the wage gap are
fueled by unrealistic gender norms. When

women started working, they were
funneled into “female  jobs,” which are jobs
that have mostly female employees that
tend to have lower pay and lousy benefits.
On the other hand, “male jobs”  with
predominantly male work forces earn
more money and better benefits.

Gender-based pay discrimination has
been illigal since 1963, but is still commonly
used, specifically in women of color.
“Collectively, more than 55 million full-time
working women earned an estimated
$545.7 billion less than their male
counterparts in 2019”
(www.americanprogress.org). As you can
see this isn’t a fews cents worth of
discrimination.

Some of the teachers at Hill revealed the
way that DISD works with income. Everyone
gets paid fairly based on experience, in
addition to a performance judged by
principal, or assistant principal. Yes, this
does solve some of the problems with
wage discrimination, but it also leaves the
principal or vice principal to have their own
opinions at play. Therefore, the chance of
unfair pay still is around.

Women’s rights movements have fought
this and other discriminatory tactics used
to push women down throughout the
years.This most likely won't be the first
article you read about women's rights, but
hopefully this will encourage others to do
something about it. Please if possible
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donate to National Women’s Law center, or
other women's rights organizations.

DONDA Music Review
By: Keimora Henry & Nikolas Pacheco

Kanye West recently released his newly
anticipated album, Donda. Donda is an
album that was postponed many times, as
it was supposed to be released in June of
2020. It is an album that  has 27 tracks and
features various artists including Jay-Z,
The Weeknd, Young Thug, Jay Electronica,
The Lox, Travis Scott, Chris Brown, etc.

Kanye West is a billionaire from Atlanta,
Georgia who grew up influenced by his
highly educated mother (who is the
inspiration of the album).

The album is a tribute named after his late
mother, Donda West. West lost his mother
in 2007 from failure to recover from
cosmetic surgeries. Lots of fans have said
that after Kanye's mother passed, his
music and him as a person changed
forever.

There has been a lot of talk about Kanye's
new album, which had mixed reviews in
the mainstream media. He's been facing

some backlash from fellow celebrities and
online blogs,but there are  tons of die-hard
fans who have been waiting for this album
and who are overjoyed.

A Lot of people have been criticizing the
“Donda Chant,” which is a 53 second track
from the album. The rhythm of the chant is
the heartbeat of Kanye's mother before
she died. The whole genre and theme of
the album is gospel, hip-pop,and pop.
Kayne takes on this god-like presence,and
lots of chorals singing along with talks of
God. Some lyrics (and lyrics from the
people who’ve featured) are in reference
to religious beliefs and the bible. This may
be because Donda West was extremely
religious and proud. Throughout the album
it seems as though Kayne may be
thanking and worshipping God,and
praising his mother for being who she was
to him. It is safe to say this was a very

personal album.
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YONDR Pouches
By: Isabella Tapia
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According to ABC News, the average
teenager spends more than 7 hours
looking at a screen a day.

Ever since our school has been using the
Yondr pouches, the time spent on phones
has probably gone down to at least a few
minutes or as  much as an hour.

Most students at Hill have tried to open
these Yondr pouches, but have never tried
breaking them, knowing that they would
have to pay for a new one if it were to be
damaged. Some students feel as if their
freedom or right to use their phone during
lunch is being taken away, but they can
still see why the pouches  are necessary.

Students don't seem to be having a
change of mood whenever their phone is
in the Yondr pouches. However they say
that their concentration in class hasn’t
changed after being required to use them.

Most students are concerned about what
will happen if there is ever an active
shooter or threat at school. They are
worried about what will happen if they
can’t contact their parents/guardians to
pick them up during an emergency, or at
least to inform them about what is
happening. This may also be a safety
concern for parents. Imagine your child
being killed by something at school and
you going on with your day not knowing
about anything that’s happening.

Although most Hill students don’t seem to
like Yondr pouches, it doesn’t seem as if
they will be going anywhere anytime soon
because you do see much less students
using their phones in class.

Pros and Cons of
Chromebooks

By: Natalie Rodriguez
If you remember, this past year we lived
through a pandemic that is still going on,
but at the time, it was something we never
experienced before. Many people got sick
since they didn’t know how to protect
themselves.

Last school year there was an option for
kids to learn from home. Students would
still go to class, but at home on Zoom, and
also had the option to come to school
in-person.
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One of the pros was that students were
able to learn while staying safe at home. It
was also easier because there was less
homework and most of the projects were
virtual. Students also really like to use
chromebooks. Most of them think it’s easier
and more convenient. There are many
tools that students can access on their
chromebooks to make their schoolwork
and learning experience easier. It’s also
easy to keep track of assignments and
grades. It’s also good because a lot of
students didn’t have computers at home,
and this provided them with one.

On the other hand,  it was way easier to
procrastinate and many students had
distractions while learning at home.
Another fallout was students didn't get to
see their friends at school.

Students began to get accustomed to the
chromebooks and the tools, so much so
that they didn’t know how to live without
them. Students are also easily distracted
with all the games and other stuff you can
do on a chromebook. The battery can also
be an issue as students often forget to
charge it at home and have to do so at
school.

Fast forward to this school year and many
students still don't have them. Students
have various excuses for missing
chromebooks. Some have been broken,
some students turned their chromebook
into the district and are waiting to get it

back and then there are new students who
simply have not received one yet at all. A
student in Ms. Otto’s Advisory stated in
reference to not having a chromebook, “...
it just feels a little weird when everyones
else is using chromebooks and I’m not.”

Word Search
By: Miguel Salazar

KAMEHAMEHA BULMA
VEGETA GOKU
KRILLIN DRAGON BALLS
KI BLAST PICCOLO
LORD BEERUS SENZU BEAN
SUPER SAIYAN MASTER SHENRON
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